
                                                      Welcome to Berlin! 

   The population of Berlin is approximately _____ million people.
   a). 2       b).3,5     c). 5
   Berlin is situated in ______ Germany.
   a) western      b).eastern      c).northeastern 
   The city was founded in ______. 
   a). 1315      b).1521      c)1237 
     

• What is Berlin famous for?
• Why, in your opinion, is Berlin so attractive for people from 

all over the world?
• What is Berlin's political and cultural role today? What did 

it use to be?

Before you read what Theresa, Benedikt, Anastasia and Natasha have to say about this city make 
sure you are familiar with the following words:

diverse unpredictable

plethora to let loose

reduced price to miss out

acceptance hip

pursue precisely

available brunch

spontaneous hub

to stumble across turbulent

infamous tyranny

demolished oppression

scattered nestled

allure draw in
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                                                      Welcome to Berlin! 

  Meet Theresa! An artist, a traveler, a writer. A very cheerful and open-minded
German girl. 
Match the questions with her answers:
a) What are the must see places in Berlin? 
b) What are your favorite places in Berlin?
c) What do you like most about the city? 
d) Useful websites?
e) What does it feel to be living there?
f) Why is it worth visiting?

1. “How open, relaxed and free the city feels- there is an overall atmosphere of acceptance here because so 
many cultural groups come together in one place. The effect is that everybody can feel free to be 
themselves (there are quite a few unique characters you will see just walking down the street!) and you 
feel less judgment or pressure to conform to socially-accepted conventions than in many other big cities. 

It´s also a very inspiring place: there are so many artists, musicians, 
creatives pursuing their passions and trying their luck here.
  2.    It feels wonderful to live in a city with so many internationals and a 
plethora of rich, diverse cultural activities available any given day of the 
week. Something else I really love is that 1/3 of Berlin is actually green 
space like forests, gardens and trees. If I want some quiet, I can just go to 

Grunewald or one of the lakes, like Lietzenburger See and right away, I don´t feel like I´m in a city anymore. I feel 
very lucky to be able to live here. 

 3.    For many reasons. Berlin is known for its cultural offerings, shows, art, music, dance parties, nightlife, 
vegan food.. If you are fond of adventures, Berlin is your city, as you can be spontaneous. You never know what 
might happen. You can just walk around the city and you will stumble across exhibitions, free concerts, adorable 
shops and cafes where you could meet other travelers and make new friends. And then at night, of course, there 
are the infamous dance parties at clubs and bars across the city. 

 4.     Depends on what you want to see! One thing is for sure: if you are looking for something, you will 
find it in Berlin. Right now, I am looking forward to Art Week, which is
when galleries across the city open their doors and there are special
exhibitions and you can meet the artists. It´s a good time to get
inspired if you are an artist yourself. My head is always full of new
ideas and then I can´t wait to get home and try them out!

 5.      I personally am fond of two blogs that may help with some useful ideas for travelers: Überlin 
(http://www.uberlin.co.uk/) and Stil in Berlin (http://www.stilinberlin.de/) 
              6.       "SETS" for brunch in Charlottenburg (amazing veggie-quiche and delicious green smoothies!), 
Kreuzkölln´s Whisky-bar "Geist im Glas" for brunch as well (can you tell what my favorite meal of the day is?), 
perfect for a lazy start into the weekend after a night out, "The Bowl" for clean eating in Friedrichshain, which 
offers plant-based, fully vegan, gluten-free food. For partying, I like The "Hobby" also in Friedrichshain and 

"Sisyphos" with a labyrinth of dance floors, a beach, an abandoned bus and a pizza place...  “

                                                                                               Created by Marina Novitskaya.   www.MaFrieSto.com 

http://www.uberlin.co.uk/
http://www.stilinberlin.de/


                                                      Welcome to Berlin! 

Benedikt, Theresa's brother, is a nomadic traveller.
He has lived in 7 countries and has hitchhiked through 29 countries, mostly
in Europe. Let's find out how he feels about Berlin:
Fill in the gaps with the given words:
turbulent let  contains scattered allu re      diverse             nestled 

“Berlin holds a very special place in my heart, and anyone who has spent some time there
most likely feels the same. It is a city of so many faces, it________ so much that is below

the surface that it is difficult to put a label on... it can possibly be best described 
through its _______people that the city draws in. They are a unique brand of 
people that are different in the sense that they have a more open view on life 
itself, which is then reflected in the atmosphere of Berlin – it is a hub of creativity, 
free expression, spirituality, of freedom, a loose culture that has grown out of 
a________ history of tyranny, oppression, and separation. The "must see places" 
are best discovered by yourself, as there is so much to dive into. My personal 
favorites are Flughafensee – a small lake ________ between the Tegel Airport and 
a natural reserve not far from the center, the area between Görlitzer Park and 

Tempelhofer Feld - perhaps the most liberating space of any city I have been to, and its numerous parks and 
seemingly random yet fascinating sights that are _________all around. That is part of the _________of the city 
for me, it is unpredictable, spontaneous, dynamic, and full of love. The best tip for a person new to Berlin is 
to_______ loose and explore.”

 After living in Russia and the USA Anastasia moved to Berlin to continue 
her studies. 
Anastasia says:

"The city is amazingly comfortable for living. It is inexpensive, 
people are great, it's multinational, young and hip.

I like that I can get around everywhere with my bike. It feels like Berlin is a center of 
attraction and I am not missing out on anything in terms of events. It is worth visiting 
because of its rich and complex history.
Must see: Warschauer straße, East Side gallery
Tips: rent a bike
Websites: bvg.de, stay.com
Favourite places: Volkspark, Friedrichshain"
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                                                      Welcome to Berlin! 

Meet Natasha and her daughter Agnesha. Natasha wrote a detailed 
travel plan for those, who want to go to Berlin. 

 Think of ONE word for each gap:
   "Hey! I’ve been living in Germany since 2012. I live in the cutest German city 
called Münster [ˈmʏnstɐ]. It is pretty old and super fancy. ________, this time I 
would like to tell you about Berlin. More precisely – about traveling to Berlin with a 
kid.
My daughter is five years old now. Traveling has _______ one of our favorite 

activities since we have moved to Germany. 
I would like to tell you which steps I took in order to make my last stay in Berlin really nice and stress-free.  

My plan:
-    How to get to the place. In Germany, train tickets are unbelievably expensive.
However, the Germans are still dependent on the railway. Several years ago the
monopoly of German railway was demolished. Starting from 2012 there has
appeared a lot of bus companies (such as FlixBus, PostBus and so on), which
______ cheaper tickets.

The second option is a car sharing services. (carpooling) Well known Blabla Car
and the original German Mitfahrgelegenheit. Offers might ____ found here -
https://www.blablacar.de/ and  http://www.mitfahrgelegenheit.de/ 

Even though I consider German Railway to be a greedy company, it is worth to say
that sometimes they have pretty good discounts and group offers. One may find these offers on 
http://www.bahn.de/p/view/angebot/sparpreis/spartickets.shtml

In my case (student with a kid), I choose to take a bus. Just ______ in mind, that you should buy a ticket even 
for a kid younger than 6 years old. Usually it is half price.

-    Where to live. It was the third time I booked accommodation on Airbnb (airbnb.de). One time we stayed in a
hostel (hostelworld.com). So everything ________ on your personal wishes and finances.  For me, it worked 
perfectly. My budget was 30 euros per night for 3 adults and 1 child.

-    Where to go. Well, Berlin is huge. Seriously, after living in a city with _________ of 250000 people, Berlin 
seems gigantic to me. But at the same time it was good -so many opportunities and places to visit.
My advice is to check the museums you want to visit in advance. You’ll save a lot of time and 
maybe even money. You can buy tickets to some of the museums online. Therefore, there is no ________ to 
stay in lines to buy an entrance card. (By the way, you may also do that with transport cards. Moreover, there 
are mobile tickets, which you don’t need to print. Check the information here  http://www.bvg.de/en/).
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                                                      Welcome to Berlin! 

So my list of the places worth seeing (both for kids and adults): 

-    The Zoo. Just no comments. It is huge. It is awesome. There are no cages and the animals
seem to feel pretty free and happy. The aquarium is amazing. Mobile and online tickets are 
available. Reduced prices for kids, students and families. For more information check 
http://www.zoo-berlin.de/de/tickets

-    The museum of the natural history (Museum für
Naturkunde) is also a great place. There are skeletons of real dinosaurs!
_________, there is no internet ticket purchase available. But, there are reduced
prices for students (with a student card) and people under 18. Check more on their
website  http://www.naturkundemuseum-berlin.de/

-    The Pergamon museum is simply one of the
best historical museums I have ever _______ to. It
is situated on the Museum Island. It houses
original-sized, reconstructed monumental buildings such as the Pergamon Altar
and the Market Gate of Miletus, all consisting of parts transported from Turkey.
Can you imagine?? Someone just took all those buildings and moved them the 
whole way from Turkey to Germany.
 Online tickets are available. Reduced prices for students and families. Keep in 

mind, that most of the museums on the museum island are free for kids and people up to 18 years. The official 
website is http://www.smb.museum/museen-und-
einrichtungen/pergamonmuseum/home.html 

-    And of course, there are lots of parks. Like Tiergarten or Treptower Park.

I really hope that you will have good and relaxing time in Berlin."
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                                                      Welcome to Berlin! 

Natasha Anastasia       Benedikt            Theresa

1. ______ finds cycling the best way to get around in Berlin.
2. ______ loves going out for brunch.
3. ______ thinks the train tickets are expensive.
4. ______ says that Berlin is pretty cheap.
5. ______ likes how green Berlin is.
6. ______ advises you to relax, free your mind and explore the city. 
7. ______ loves the museums of Berlin.
8. ______ enjoys going to art exhibitions.
9. ______ thinks everyone should see the remains of the Berlin Wall.
10. ______ is fond of a lake near the airport.

Using all the tips and useful
information above, plan
your perfect day in Berlin! 
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